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Exterior Elevated Elements (EEE) Inspections 
 

Initial inspections and necessary testing of Exterior Elevated Elements (EEE) were required to have been 
performed by January 1, 2025. These elements will require subsequent inspections to maintain 
compliance with the following California Senate bills: 
 

SB 721 (3 or More Multifamily Units) 
 

SCOPE: applies to balconies, decks, porches, stairways, walkways and entry structures that extend 

beyond exterior walls of the building and which have a walking surface that is elevated more than six 

feet above ground level, are designed for human occupancy or use, and rely in whole or in 

substantial part on wood or wood-based products for structural support or stability of the exterior 

elevated element. CA Health & Safety Code § 17973 

FREQUENCY: every six (6) years 

WHO CAN PERFORM INSPECTIONS*: 

• Architect 

• Licensed civil or structural engineer 

• Licensed contractor that holds an A, B, or C-5 license classification 

• Certified building inspector or building official 

 

*All individuals performing inspections must have at least five (5) years of experience as a holder of 

the aforementioned classifications or licenses, in constructing multistory wood frame buildings* 

SB 326 (Condominium HOAs) 
 

SCOPE: applies to load-bearing components together with their associated waterproofing system of 

decks, balconies, stairways, walkways, and their railings, that have a walking surface elevated more 

than six feet above ground level, that are designed for human occupancy or use, and that are 

supported in whole or in substantial part by wood or wood-based products. CA Civ Code § 5551 

FREQUENCY: every nine (9) years 

WHO CAN PERFORM INSPECTIONS: 

• Architect 

• Licensed structural engineer 
 

Submittal Requirements: 
The following are the minimum submittal requirements to conduct repairs on EEE. Additional information may 
be requested by the Building Official. 
 

❑ PERMIT APPLICATION: A review and an “OK to submit” by the Planning Division is required prior to 
Building Division submittal. The application form must include all proposed work, valuation (total job 
cost including but not limited to: labor and materials, demolition, engineering, site improvements, etc. 
and is subject to verification and adjustment during plan review), and must reference either SB 721 or 
SB 326 in the description. (one copy of site plan or plot plan 8 ½ x11 required) 
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❑ PLANS: Four (4) complete sets of plans, printed on 24” x 36” sheets*.  Plans must follow standard 
drafting conventions and be complete. *Electronic submittal may be available. 

❑ INSPECTION REPORT: A written report of the evaluation stamped or signed by the inspector. The 
report shall include photographs, any test results, and narrative sufficient to establish a baseline of the 
condition of the components inspected that can be compared to the results of subsequent inspections. 
In addition to the evaluation, the report shall advise which, if any, exterior elevated element poses an 
immediate threat to the safety of the occupants, and whether preventing occupant access or 
conducting emergency repairs, including shoring, are necessary. 

o A copy of the report must be provided to the Neighborhood Preservation Division within 
fifteen (15) days of completion. 
 

►See Handout #03 Residential Remodel or Alteration or Handout #22 Commercial Remodel for more 
information. 

   


